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e Area of concern 2: To strengthen whole-school collaboration to enrich the

English learning environment

Achievement

<> Collaboration is the key notion of the LAC curriculum with which students could apply
and integrate content knowledge of various subjects in different learning tasks, e.g. the
collaborative projects.

<> The LAC curriculum has been developed successfully and students and teachers have got
used to using English for the LAC subjects. A whole school approach has been adopted in
a number of ways including LAC Days and the vocabulary logbook. For example, some
lessons in some subjects were conducted in English to further expose students to a wider
range of vocabulary and language use.

<~ Enriching the learning materials through project learning LAC has completed a better-
structured and well-planned 3-year curriculum in the junior curriculum involving six
subjects, namely English, Mathematics, Science, Home Economics, Computer Literacy
and Music.

<> Students are used to Wednesdays as LAC Day, when more English is used at school. This

includes at the school gate in the morning, English morning assemblies and lunchtime

activities carried out by all subjects and committees, which were excellent and well-

received by students from different levels.

The school website has been made bilingual where students can be exposed to a greater

variety of English language in different genres.

The English display around the school campus and promotional posters in English also

added to students’ exposure to English language.

The bilingual parents’ letters further increased the opportunity for students to read English

texts and also boosted the school’s positive image at the same time.

The fourth session of the Reading Morning Session every month has been assigned as an

English reading period to promote English learning and reading habit.

> > > <

Reflection

<> Students' habits of learning vocabulary items need to be developed.

A more permanent mobile English noticeboard could be set up in the covered playground

to put up posters for lunchtime activities.

Facilitating students' learning of other subject knowledge in English was quite challenging.

More diverse and authentic English reading materials can be adopted for LAC reading

curriculum.

Although the number and the involvement of student participants taking part in the

lunchtime activities were satisfactory, they were not eager to communicate with others in

English.

<~ Asthe English language foundation of our students is generally low, and they are scared of
learning English and seldom use English in daily life, it has been a big challenge to improve
their English proficiency.

< To help students retain their vocabulary bank, teachers have to pay efforts on refining the
curricula and get students use the new vocabulary from time to time to develop their long-
term memory.

<>
<>
<>
<>




< As students are too shy to speak and use English in their daily life, elements designed during
the LAC Day morning assemblies and lunchtime activities can focus on training their
speaking, oral presentation and other skills, in order to build up their self-confidence.

+ As the ability levels and interests of students varies quite a lot each year, teachers may
consider revising the LAC topics and materials from time to time to meet with students’
interests more.

+ To arouse more interest and make more effective use of our resources, it would be a good
alternative to organise some activities in a smaller scale on LAC days, but have a ‘thematic’
day with more attractive gimmicks run by different subjects and/or committees monthly.

Feedback and Follow-up

Further develop students' ability to explore things around the globe and cultivate the right
attitudes towards life.

Encourage students to get more involved in planning and organising learning activities.
Teach students more English words about Chinese culture and their daily life by
collaborating with other subjects and committees.

Advocate more language learning activities, for example, bilingual reading and translating
activities, in order to improve the standard of two languages.

Subject teachers can help promote the lunchtime activities and assign students to take part
in the games on a compulsory basis.

Invite native English speakers to come to the school and carry out English learning
activities to arouse students’ interest in learning English, and feel the need of acquiring the
language.

Motivate the English ambassadors to be English representatives and promote English
learning around the campus.

<~ Make good use of the English vocabulary that learned during the lessons of non-English
subjects, and design activities with relevant words to enhance students’ learning motivation
and confidence.
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